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Scientific Note 
New specific names for the mis-identified 
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dipterous families Bombyliidae and Mydaidae 


by 
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My attention has been called to two nomenclatural errors in the two families of 


Diptera the South African representatives of which I have revised, namely the 
mis-identified type-species of the genus Nomalonia Rondani (family Bombyliidae) and 
that of Nomeneura Bezzi (family Mydaidae). 


These two cases of mis-identified type-species should be rectified taxonomi- 


cally, and I have the following comments to make: 


(a) The mis-identified type-species Nomalonia afra Macquart of the genus Nomalonia 


(b) 


Rondani (Bombyliidae: Cylleniinac). 

Rondani (1864: 71) established this genus to accommodate the Cyllenia afra of 
Macquart (1840: 108), a species which Macquart mistook for the species Cyl- 
lenia afra of Wiedemann (1828: 358), which latter species is a synonym of Henica 
longirostris Wiedemann (1828: 281). 

The genus Nomalonia therefore has as its type-species the same type-species 
(Henica longirostris Wiedemann = Cyllenia afra Wiedemann) as the genus Henica 
Macquart. 

To resolve this confusion it is necessary that the species in literature, 
referred to as Nomalonia afra Macquart by Bezzi (1921: 107) and myself (Hesse 
1956: 36), should receive a new specific name. For this species I propose the 
new specific name of Nomalonia eremophila and designate it as the type-species 
of Nomalonia Rondani. The male holotype and female allotype specimens, from 
the Southern Karoo (18 miles E. of Touws River, S.A.M. 12, 1962), are in the 
South African Museum. 


The mis-identified type-species Nomoneura fasciata Bezzi of the genus Nomoneura 
Bezzi (Mydaidae: Syllegomydainae). 

Bezzi (1924: 223) established this genus to accommodate five species of 
which three belong to an entirely different genus [Arenomydas Hesse (1969: 
246)] and two to his Nomoneura. He however mistook a ĝ specimen from Zulu- 
land [Mfongosi (W. Jones, December 1911) ] in the South African Museum for 
the Midas fasciatus of Wiedemann (1828: 243) and designated it as the type- 
species of Nomoneura. 

The true Midas fasciatus of Wiedemann however belongs to the genus 
Afroleptomydas Bequaert (olim Leptomydas). This specimen and species, with a 
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wrong specific name, actually has no specific name and for it I propose the new 
specific name of Nomoneura bezzii and designate this species as the type-species 
ot Nomoneura. 
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